
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                         July 9, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 261 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I want life to be as I want it to be.  This is not a 

desire that is all that conscious.  However, I become aware of this 
desire when I am disappointed, or angry, or sad when life turns 
out to be other than as I want.  When things do not go as I want I 
find I am judged, as if it is my fault, or in some way I am to blame 
because of something I did or did not do.  I never question why I 
want what I do, or the appropriateness of what I want; I either try 
harder to make what I want real, or submit and acquiesce to my 
not having it.  My propensity for this unconsciousness inhibits any 
curiosity about the value or significance of what I want, or of what 
my life is when it is not what I want.  Because I am so focused on 
getting or being what I want, the value of wanting what I do, the 
shortcomings of wanting what I do, or the limitations imposed on 
me by wanting it so much, are not considered.  I believe that 
wanting what I do will improve my life, and I do not consider that 
my unconscious wanting of it will actually impoverish me, since 
unconsciously wanting makes unavailable to me the appreciation 
which would actually enrich my life. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 11:16-19, (20-24), 25-30 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 384 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 326 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for July 16, 2017  
Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112; 

Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23. 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Plan to stay, and bring some 
food to share. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 

 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 5th Sunday after Pentecost  [Matt. 11:16-30] 
 The opening section of this reading describes a condition in 
which we all live—we expect life to be as we are, or as we want or 
need: “We played the flute and you did not dance…we wailed and 
you did not mourn.” [v. 17] We look at life in terms of what we 
want or need and bring along the assumption that it can and should 
be that way; we are often judged if life is not what we want or 
need; we work to make life be what we want or need; and, we end 
up weary/fatigued from the effort to make life be that way, and 
also burdened with anger, sadness, or disappointment when it 
isn’t. 
 What God offers us is an alternative way of living, what we have 
described as “appreciation.” Appreciation is the ability to recognize 
the quality, value, significance, or magnitude of something, 
someone, or a situation. It is a very different way of looking at 
things when compared to the normal way we look by assessing 
whether or not something is what we want or need. The ability to 
appreciate is given to us by God; it appears in our life and is 
something we receive. The appearance of appreciation in our lives 
is what is celebrated at Christmas; it is a primary characteristic of 
the mind of God as God’s mind inhabits our human life. The “deeds 
of power” God does in us are that appreciation takes root in us, 
survives, and then grows in the face of our persistent focusing on 
what we want and need.  
 Opportunities come routinely to choose between these two 
ways of living. An opportunity to choose is described as the “day of 
judgment” in the text. The word translated as “day” means “day,” 
and is a figure of speech referring to “a period of time.” “Judgment” 
is the translation of the Greek word meaning “decision,” and refers 
to a decision either for or against. At different times, we find 
ourselves facing opportunities to choose between appreciating 
something or evaluating it in terms of whether or not it is 
something we want or need. In order for this opportunity to be 
seized it is necessary for us to “repent,” the Greek word means “to 
think differently or afterwards, i.e. reconsider.” We automatically 
judge and evaluate what comes to us in life; to appreciate what 
comes to us will require that our minds work differently. 

 Woe [great sorrow or distress] will come to us if such a time of 
choosing comes to us, and appreciation has not taken root and 
begun to operate in us. We will be in a situation where it might be 
best to re-think something, and without appreciation we will only 
have the assessment of whether or not something fits the criteria 
of what we want or need. The distress comes from the fact that we 
will be caught in this assessing, and consequently “will be brought 
down to Hades,” Hades being a translation of the Greek word for 
“unseen.” In other words, this assessing will immerse us in our own 
unconscious, and expose to us conflicts that are in us yet out of our 
awareness. This is not a threat; it is a statement of what happens, 
and without appreciation this immersion will not be all that 
tolerable [the Greek is “endurable,” from a root “to hold oneself up 
against, or put up with”]. 
 People whose lives are dominated by their skill or their 
intelligence often have a difficult time absorbing appreciation 
because their minds are absorbed in making something of 
themselves through their skill and intelligence. Appreciation is more 
readily available to those who are described in the text as “infants,” 
a Greek word meaning “not speaking.” The word is also a figure of 
speech referring to “a simple-minded person.” I believe the idea 
here is that appreciation is something that comes to us when we are 
not all caught up in our heads trying to achieve goals. It is more 
received by us emotionally, and is not something we develop or 
cultivate on our own by using our intellect, but is more something 
we let in. 
 Feeling weary/fatigued from the effort to make life be what we 
want or need it to be, or being burdened with disappointment, 
anger or sadness that life isn’t what we want or need it to be, or 
being immersed in the unseen place within and its judgments 
against us because life is not as we want or need, all of these are 
mental/emotional realities where appreciation can be found. 
Appreciation comes to us as acceptance of us being in these places, 
and then as insights that allow us to grasp the quality, value, 
significance, or magnitude of the space in which we find ourselves. 
Appreciation is like a yoke we put on to help us with life’s burdens—
it is gentle and makes it easier to think differently about whatever 



mental/emotional space we are in; it allows us to rest and re-
create. The task of relaxing into being appreciated is light/easy, a 
word that means fitting. That is, appreciation is appropriate for 
human beings in that it is suitable to the way we are designed to 
relate and interact, especially with ourselves. This is the kind of 
activity that produces wisdom in us [“Yet wisdom is vindicated by 
her deeds.” v.19]. 

[Jim Robie, 7-6-17, Cycle A., Matthew 11:16-30] 


